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Lawyer Empowers Outcast Kidsin La Paz
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new pants to his chest after the
first seminar, Carlos Mamani, a
15-year-old who has had to con-
tend with bullies on the job, said
he had learned something about
property rights. “No one has the
right to mess with anyone eise’s
shoeshine box,” he explained.

Acceso, which provides spe-
cialized training for Latin legal
professionals as well asbasicedu-
cation on the law for the general
public, is headquartered at the
California Western School of
Law in San Diego, where Mr. Coo-
perisanassistantdean, Accesois
a Spanish acronym that trans-
Iates as: "Creative Lawyers Col-
laborating to Find Optimal Selu-
tions.”

Reality TV

M. Cooper, who goes by Jamie,
takes the “creative” part of the ti-
tle seriously. To high-
light deficienciesinlegal
protections for Mexican
workersunder the North
American Free Trade
Agreement, he produced
a reality TV show—
which has run on TV in
San Diego and at Acceso
conferences—featuring
U.8. law students labor-
ing at a Tijuana toy-mak-
ing factory. The students
earned $60a week foren-
during harsh assembly-
line conditions and environmental
hazards.

. InParaguay, Mr. Cooper put on
puppetshows toillustratelawyer-
ing techniques. In Bolivia, heorga-
nized afashion show in a women’s
prison—withinmates themselves
strutting on a catwalk in the exer-
cise yard—as part of a prisoners’
rights project. Another time, he
put lawyers from Bolivia and
Chile, countriesthat arehistorical
enemies, together for a training
seminar aboard a “Justice Train”
traveling from La Pez across the
Andes to the Chilean coast.

Before co-founding Acceso a
decade ago, Mr. Cooper, a
42-year-old Canadian who has a
master of law degree from the
University of Cambridge, had
worked for 15 months at the
mammoth corporate law firm
Baker & McKenzie_ It wasn'tlong
before he had grown disen-
chanted with “making the world
safe for McDonald’s, Coca-Cola
and Levis,” he says.

Mr. Cooper’s campaign to fos-
ter greater regard for the law in
Latin America seems almost quix-
otic. InthebarriosringingLa Paz,
the police and courts are so dis-
credited thatresidentshangdum-
miies fromiight poles aswarhings
thatlawbreakers will be lynched.

Bribery and intimidation by drug
traffickers are so commongiace
thatjudges sometimes face anul-
timatum: plata o plomo, silver or
lead, meaning they can either ac-
cept morey for a favorabie deci-
sion or get shot,

Acceso has been in the thick
of promoting one of the few hope-
ful trends in Latin justice: the
adoption in several countries of
the more open, U.S.-style adver-
sarial trial system. Acceso has
trained 2,500 judges, prosecu-
tors and public defenders in 15
Latin countries in oral-advocacy
techniques used in the new sys-
tem, such as eross-examination
and the handling of expert wit-
nesses, Such procedures seemn ex-
oticin a region where trials were
long carried out with written fil-
ings to an all-powerful judge—
and where aggressive guestion-
ing is considered unmannetly.

Acceso training ses-
sions combine comic-
book touches with case
law, as many of Mr. Goo-
per’s 20-odd multina-
tional trainers and ad-
visers take on super-
hero personas. For in-
stance, Lilia Velasquez,
a San Diego immigra-
tion attorney who
teaches oral advocacy,
is billed as "The Flame
of Justice,” and dresses
in bright red from her
pants to her beret.

Chile has made the most
progress adopting the adversar-
ial system. “Jamie Cooper was
very, very important in training
thefirst group oflawyersin asys-
tem that was initially very
strange to them,” says Jaime Ca-
mus, an erstwhile Acceso student
whois chiefof an office of 22 puh-
lic defenders in northern Chile,

Pop Music

Mr. Gooper, an amateur drum-
mer, also used pop music to ex-
plain the new system to the gen-
erai Chilean public. In 2005, Ac-
ceso, the German government-
aid agency and the Chilean Jus-
tice Ministry produced a CD of
justice-related songs, “Sibele el
Yolumien ala Reforma,” or *Turn
up the Volume on the Reform.”
One tune took its title from a le-
gal concept that wasn’t very fa-
miliar to Chileans: "Presuncidn

"de Inocencia,” or "“Presumption

of Innocence.”

The sor.gs, written by lawyers
and played by professional musi-
cians, aired on radio, and one was
performedbyalocalband opening
for pop star Shakira before 50,600
fans at Chile’s National Stadium.

“Jamie’s got more energy |

than 10 people combined,” says

Irma Gonzalez, chief U.S. judge
for the Southern District of Cali-
fornia and & California Western
trustee, “He's out there.”
Sometimes, Mr. Cooperisalit-

Aceeso training
sessions combine
comic-book touches
with case latw.

tle too far out there. Aman pulled
agun onhimin Paraguay while he
was working on a documentary
about organized crime. In coup-
ridden Ecuador, an Acceso train-
ing event was disrupted by an
anonymous bomb threat, though
that didn't halt the postseminar
“Rule of Law Rave.”

The shoeshiners in Bolivia
weren't an easy audience. One of
the children dozed off during a
videc presentation by Mr. Coo-

per. During the lanchbreak, it be- . -

came known that the boy had
barely eaten in a day.

Bolivian Supreme Court Jus-
Hea José Luis Baptista, the main
speaker, said he was pleased that
some of the lustrahotas asked him
pointed questionsabout children’s
rights. “It’s important to make
these kids see that they aren't
some excluded class,” he said.

But it is also hard to change
the shoeshiners’ deeply in-
prained world view, Whena Boliv-
tan newspaper photographer
barged into the closing ceremony,
about -half of the kids instine-
tively pulled their ski masks over
their faces in embarrassment.

One ycuth who continued
showing his face was 13-year-old
Santos Candore. He said he was
keen to continue the course, “be-
cause Pve laarmed that everyone
has rights, even lustrabotas.” |
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Shoeshine Boys
In La Paz Need
A Good Lawyer

Legal Pfoject in Bolivia
Empowers Outcast Kids;
& Mr. Cooper Gets Creative |

By MaTtT MOFFETT

LA PAZ, Bolivia—Shoeshine
boys have such lowly statis in
this Andean metropolis that
theyhide their faces in shame be-
hind ski masks. The children,
known as lustrabotas, dart
around like phantoms, dodging
shop owners who shake them
down and motorists who try to
run them into the gutter. ‘

But when American law pro-
fessor James Cooper looks at

-these young outcasts, he sees
foot soldiers for a revolution in
Latin American justice. Mr. Coo-
per heads Propecto Acceso,
Project Access, a nonprofit
group that uses innovative tac-
tics to try toimprove Latin Amer-
ica’s notoriously weak legal sys-
tems and make the law work for
the region’s humblest citizens.

Mr. Cooper recently brought
together 30 shoeshiners, be-
tween the ages of 8 and 17, for &
Jnow-your-rights seminar from a
Bolivian Supreme Court justice
and abanker who had once beena
shoeshine boyhimself Eachofthe
children got apair of slick-looking
pants with superhero emblems. If
the boys continue attending Ac-
ceso seminars and learn enough
tochatupcustomersonthebasics
of the law, they’ll get shirts and
baseball caps emblazoned with
human-rights slogans.

For the lustrabotas, receiving
a gift was a big deal. Some of the
children had been sent home or |
harassed by schoolteachers be-
cause their hands were stained
with polish, or beaten by their
parents for not bringing home
enough money. Clutching his
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